
AUGUST 19, 2014 ZONING HEARING 

“OTHER BUSINESS” 

COMMISSION DISTRICT 1 

 

 

ITEM  OB-39 (continued from the July 15
th

 Zoning Hearing) 

 

PURPOSE 

 

To consider a site plan and stipulation amendment for Patrick Malloy Communities 

regarding rezoning application Z-167 of 2005 (Cousins Real Estate Corporation), for 

property located on the east side of Lost Mountain Road, south of Dallas Highway in 

Land Lots  84, 137, 138, 139 and 159 of the 19
th

 District. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The subject property was zoned Conservation Subdivision (CS) in 2006 for a subdivision 

subject to many zoning stipulations. The property was zoned site plan specific as a result 

of a settlement of litigation. The applicant purchased this property in May of this year and 

needs to amend the site plan in order to move forward with their development proposal. 

The lots and roadways are generally where they were approved, but have been slightly 

refined. The amenity area was approved along Lost Mountain Road on the 2006 plan. 

The amenity area is proposed to be moved adjacent to the southeast corner of Lost 

Mountain Park, which would give better connectively to the park. The applicant is 

proposing the same number of lots, the same setbacks, and the same amount of open 

space. Additionally, the applicant would need to strike stipulation #24 from John Moore’s 

letter dated October 18, 2006 pertaining to the preservation of a historical resource. The 

applicant is requesting this stipulation be deleted and replaced with comments from the 

Historic Preservation Planner dated July 8, 2014 (see attached) since the person 

specifically named to oversee the stabilization of the servants’ quarters has passed away, 

and due to the fact that the historic resource has fallen apart due to the elements.  If 

approved, all previous zoning stipulations not in conflict should remain in effect. 

 

FUNDING 

 

N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

The Board of Commissioners conduct a Public Hearing and consider the site plan and 

stipulation amendment. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Other Business application, zoning stipulations and proposed site plan. 
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This property is located south of Dallas Highway, on the east side of Lost Mountain Road.  It was 

originally part of a rezoning (Z-167 of 2005).  There was subsequent litigation and as a result of 

mediation in 2006, certain historic preservation stipulations were included in the settlement.  

They included the following: 

 

“Applicant agrees to work with Dr. Phil Secrist to clean-up the area around, to install a new 

roof, and to stabilize the existing structure denominated as the ‘Servants’ Quarters.’   Further, 

Applicant agrees to install a historical marker relating to the history of the site.” 

 

Developers are now coming through with an Other Business Item to pursue development of the 

project.  During discussions with a previous applicant last year, the applicant stated the 

Servants’ Quarters structure was currently in bad condition.  Mandy Elliott, along with John 

Pederson, made a site visit last summer on July 2, 2013.  The structure, which was ruins at the 

time of the rezoning and had no roof, is now in very poor condition.  There are piles of rock and 

significant sections of the walls have fallen over.  Ongoing exposure to the elements over the 

last year has probably continued the decline of the ruins.  Please see the photographs below 

that were taken last summer. 
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Staff recognizes that the Servants’ Quarter has deteriorated considerably since the litigation 

settlement in 2006 and may be beyond preservation.  While complete or partial demolition of 

the structure may be proposed, the structure was identified for its historical and architectural 

significance in the R. S. Webb & Assoc. report dated September 2, 2005.   The following are 

recommendations if the developer proposes to demolish the Servants’ Quarters.  These 

recommendations could be used in lieu of the stipulations agreed to in the litigation settlement 

upon agreement with the Cobb County Board of Commissioners.  Any changes to the 

stipulations would have to be approved before the Board of Commissioners as an Other 

Business agenda item. 

 

• If the Servants’ Quarters is demolished, the site shall remain undeveloped as part of the 

proposed open space. 

• The stipulation regarding the installation of the historic marker would remain intact and 

would be placed at the site of the Servants’ Quarters. 
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• The applicant will have the Servants’ Quarters, as well as the earthly 20th century house on 

the property, thoroughly documented before demolition of either structure occurs.  In 

order to properly document this structure, its inhabitants, and the role it played in Cobb 

County’s history, staff requests a history of the home and its occupants (as well as archival-

quality photographs of the structure, all outbuildings, and its setting) be completed by a 

cultural resource consultant.  These materials should be submitted to the historic 

preservation planner before a demolition permit and land disturbance permit are obtained. 

• The applicant will pay $15,000 in mitigation money.  The money will be set aside for future 

historic preservation projects in Cobb County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




